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World Local Characters Grand Prix - Terms and Conditions

These Terms and Conditions define the entry requirements for the online voting event (the
"Event") organized by the "World Local Characters Grand Prix Executive Committee" (the
"Committee").

Article 1 (Eligibility)
Only characters falling into one of the following categories may enter:

Local Mascots: Those active in promoting a specific region (prefectures, cities, etc.).
Corporate Mascots: Those promoting a company or its products that also meet one of the
following: contributes to the local community, operates only in a specific region, conducts
community-based business, or supports the Event’s purpose through sponsorship.

Overseas Mascots: Those managed by regions, companies, or organizations outside of
Japan. This includes mascots managed by Japanese entities that promote regions outside of
Japan.

Article 2 (Entry Requirements)

Physical Presence: The character must exist as a 3D physical object (such as a costume).

Entries consisting only of 2D illustrations are not permitted.

Rights Approval: The applicant must obtain official permission to participate from the
copyright holder and the managing entity (government, organization, company, etc.).

Non-Political/Non-Religious: The character must not be intended for specific political or
religious activities. However, exceptions may be made if the Committee determines the

mascot contributes to local development, such as tourism.

Public Order: The character must not engage in activities that violate public order or
standards of decency.

Note: Mascots from Hong Kong must be members of the "IMFA (BIR S# Y5 &2 g)."

Article 3 (Application and Materials)
Applicants must apply via the designated online form with the following information:

Character Name

Base of Activity: The target prefecture or city (Country/Region for overseas mascots).
Introduction Text: Maximum of 200 characters.

Character Image: An image for use on websites, SNS, and promotional materials. The

image must have the background removed (transparent background) so only the character is
visible.



Other Information: Any other details required by the Committee.

Article 4 (Handling of Image Materials)
The Committee may use submitted images for Event promotion and advertising free of
charge without prior confirmation.

The Committee may remove backgrounds or parts not related to the character design.
As a general rule, copyright credits will not be displayed when using the images.

Article 5 (Screening and Approval)
Only characters that pass the Committee’s strict screening after application may participate.

The Committee will not disclose the reasons for screening results under any circumstances.

If participation is rejected, the Committee will not provide or disclose the reasons to the
applicant.

Article 6 (Disclaimers)

Infringement of Rights: The applicant guarantees that the submitted images and text do not
infringe on any third-party copyrights, portrait rights, trademarks, or other rights. If a dispute
arises, the applicant shall resolve it at their own expense and responsibility; the Committee
assumes no liability.

System Failures: The Committee is not liable for damages caused by the loss of voting data
or inability to view the site due to network failures, server issues, or unauthorized access.

Changes/Cancellation: The Committee may change, suspend, or cancel the Event for
operational reasons without notice. The Committee is not liable for any resulting damages or
disadvantages.

Inappropriate Voting: If the Committee detects inappropriate voting (such as duplicate
voting), it may invalidate those votes without notice.

Article 7 (Good Faith)

The organizer and participants shall fulfill the terms of this agreement in good faith. Any
matters not covered by these terms or any doubts regarding their interpretation shall be
resolved through sincere discussion between both parties.

Article 8 (Governing Law and Jurisdiction)
These Terms and Conditions shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the
laws of Japan.

Any disputes related to this Event or these Terms shall be subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of the court designated by the Committee in the first instance.



